CITY OF WATFORD CITY

CITY COUNCIL MEETING     
November 7, 2011
Minutes of the regular City Council meeting held on November 7, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. at City Hall.  Present were Mayor Brent Sanford and Council Members Justin Voll, Kris Pacheco, Deanne Valenzuela, Dave Uhlich, and Shane Homiston. Absent was Council Member Bruce Erickson (unexcused).  Also present was City Planner Curt Moen, Attorney Wyatt Voll, Superintendent of Public Works Justin Smith and Laura Anderson.  Mayor Sanford called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
Council Member Valenzuela moved to approve the minutes of the city council meetings held on October 3, October 6, October 10, October 12, and October 18, 2011 as presented.  Motion seconded by Council Member Voll and carried unanimously.    
Mayor Sanford indicated that, due to the retirement of City Auditor Trish Skoglund, he was appointing Laura Anderson as City Auditor.  Council Member Voll moved to approve the appointment of Laura Anderson as City Auditor.  Motion seconded by Council Member Pacheco and carried by the following roll call vote: ayes:  Pacheco, Voll, Uhlich, Valenzuela and Homiston; nays: none.  Mayor Sanford administered the City Auditor’s Oath of Office to Laura Anderson.
Mayor Sanford addressed an error that had occurred in advertising the public hearing required for the Notice of Petition to Vacate Alley submitted by Kody and Bethany Devlin (alley that runs East and West in Block 1 of the Schell and Jarland Addition to Watford City).  Due to the error, the date of the public hearing required by the petition was changed to Monday, December 12, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. in order to comply with the advertising requirement, and the advertising process will start again.    
Council Member Voll moved to award the bid for the 2012 Ford Expedition equipped with police package to Eide Ford (with S&S Motors as agent) in the amount of $31,417.36.  Motion seconded by Council Member Homiston and carried by the following roll call vote:  ayes:  Voll, Homiston, Uhlich, Valenzuela, and Pacheco; nays: none.
Everett & Viola Mitchell were present to request that they be allowed to install five cabins on the old Marmon Auto property for the purpose of temporary housing.  No action was taken.
Council Member Valenzuela moved to have the city demolish the house located at 100 5th Ave NE at the request of the property owner, Michael Kummer, Jr., with Mr. Kummer being responsible for the cost of disposal at the landfill, filling in the basement, and for any asbestos inspection, removal and disposal costs and for coordinating the demolition with City Planner Moen.  The city will handle the above-ground work of the demolition.  The property owner will be assessed for demolition costs if a home is not placed on the property within two years.  Motion seconded by Council Member Uhlich and carried by the following roll call vote: ayes: Valenzuela, Voll, Pachecho, Uhlich, and Homiston; nays: none.  

Tim Taylor was present to review the Roughrider Funds applications submitted by Watford City Airport Authority and Pioneer Museum.

Upon the recommendation of the Roughrider Fund Committee, Council Member Homiston moved to accept the Roughrider Fund application submitted by Watford City Airport Authority and to approve a $138,000 grant to go toward reconstructing the aircraft parking apron and constructing a new taxiline.  Motion seconded by Council Member Voll and carried by the following roll call vote:  ayes: Uhlich, Pacheco, Homiston, Valenzuela, and Voll; nays: none.  

Upon the recommendation of the Roughrider Fund Committee, Council Member Pacheco moved to accept the Roughrider Fund application submitted by the Pioneer Museum and to approve a $20,000 grant to go toward a McKenzie County oil display expansion.  Motion seconded by Council Member Valenzuela and carried by the following roll call vote: ayes: Homiston, Pacheco, Uhlich, Voll and Valenzuela; nays: none.  
Deidre Berquist, McKenzie County Tax Director, was present and described the inequities in property valuations in Watford City and McKenzie County and informed the Council that the task of reassessing all properties in the county is more than the Tax Director’s office can realistically accomplish given its existing workload.  Ms. Berquist suggested that Watford City consider contracting with Vanguard Appraisals to reassess all residential and commercial parcels within city limits for implementation in 2015.  Ryan Ehli, Vanguard Appraisals, described the proposed assessment that would be conducted in 2014 and explained the cost to the city of $159,925 for the reassessment and access to Vanguard’s computer software.  In addition, there would be an annual renewal fee of approximately $6,400 which the city and county would determine how to share.  An ad hoc committee made up of Deanne Valenzuela, Justin Voll, and Kris Pacheco will consider the city’s options.

Todd Norton, Advanced Engineering, provided an update on the work done by S.J. Louis in the utility extension project and reviewed their progress bill of $458,052.81. Council Member Valenzuela moved to approve payment of the S.J. Louis bill.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Voll and carried by the following roll call vote: ayes: Valenzuela, Homiston, Voll, Uhlich, and Pacheco; nays: none.  
Police Chief Herfindahl was present and gave an update on the police department.  It was the consensus of the Council was to authorize Chief Herfindahl to advertise prior to the end of the year to fill one of the additional police officer positions approved for hire in 2012.  Discussion was held on the need for increased security at the local bars due to the increased number of fights that require police intervention.
Council Member Homiston moved to table the Zone Change Application submitted by Hot Iron, Inc. to rezone T150N, Range 98W, Section 17 E ½, NE ¼ NE ¼, 20 acres, McKenzie County from A-2 to R2-M due to Hot Iron’s request earlier in the day to amend the application to rezone to R-1 and no one from Hot Iron being present to explain the request.  Motion seconded by Council Member Voll and carried unanimously.
Upon the recommendation of the Planning Commission, Council Member Pacheco moved to approve the Conditional Use Application submitted by Shawn Kling (JTJ, Inc) and Miles Johnsrud for the purpose of allowing public uses (laundry trailer and shower trailer) located at 600 3rd Ave SW with the conditions set forth under Recommendations in the Staff Report.  Motion seconded by Council Member Voll and carried by the following roll call vote: ayes: Voll, Valenzuela, Homiston, Uhlich and Pacheco; nays: none.
Upon the recommendation of the Planning Commission, Council Member Voll moved to approve the Zone Change Application submitted by Darwin Krabbenhoft to rezone 208 13th St SW, Old West Subdivision, McKenzie County from A-2 to C-1 with the conditions set forth under Recommendations in the Staff Report. Motion seconded by Council Member Valenzuela and carried by the following roll call vote: ayes: Uhlich, Pacheco, Homiston, Valenzuela, Voll; nays: none.

Upon the recommendation of the Planning Commission, Council Member Voll moved to approve the Conditional Use Permit submitted by AAA Safety/Training, Inc to allow for employee housing at 208 13th Ave SW with the conditions set forth under Recommendations in the Staff Report.  Motion seconded by Council Member Homiston and carried by the following roll call vote:  ayes: Voll, Valenzuela, Homiston, Uhlich and Pacheco; nays: none.
Attorney Voll addressed the purchase agreement between the City of Watford City and Billie Dixon for the City’s purchase of the lot at 308 2nd St NE.  One condition of the purchase agreement requires that the mobile home currently located on the lot be removed prior to closing. Council Member Valenzuela moved to unequivocally remove the condition that the mobile home must be moved prior to closing from the purchase agreement.  Motion seconded by Council Member Uhlich and carried by the following roll call vote: ayes: Valenzuela, Pacheco, Homiston, Uhlich, and Voll; nays: none.

Council Member Voll moved to set the lot rent at 308 2nd St NE at $450.00 per month with the renter being responsible for insurance and utilities and with an ultimate removal date of the mobile home of May 7, 2012.  Motion seconded by Council Member Homiston and carried by the following roll call vote: ayes Valenzuela, Pacheco, Homiston, Uhlich, and Voll; nays: none.
Upon the recommendation of the Planning Commission, Council Member Homiston moved to approve the Conditional Use Permit Annual Review for Steve Sanford to continue allowing for Temporary Workforce Housing located at 600 12th St NE based on the conditions set forth under Recommendations in the Staff Report.  Motion seconded by Council Member Voll and carried by the following roll call vote: ayes: Uhlich, Pacheco, Homiston, Valenzuela, and Voll; nays: none.

Upon the recommendation of the Planning Commission, Council Member Voll moved to approve the Conditional Use Permit Annual Review for Watford City Hospitality Associates, LLC to continue allowing Temporary Workforce Housing located at 604 4th Ave NE based on the conditions set forth under Recommendations in the Staff Report.  Motion seconded by Council Member Homiston and carried by the following roll call vote: ayes: Pacheco, Uhlich, Voll, Homiston, and Valenzuela; nays: none. 

Upon the recommendation of the Planning Commission, Council Member Voll moved to approve the Conditional Use Permit Annual Review for Marty & Crystal Mulder to continue allowing Temporary Workforce Housing located at 608 2nd Ave SW based on the conditions set forth under Recommendations in the Staff Report and with the requirement that they provide a parking plan designed to prevent vehicles from blocking emergency access on the northeast corner.  The plan will need to be submitted within one week to City Planner Moen for his approval and be implemented within one month after approval has been given.  Motion seconded by Council Member Homiston and carried by the following roll call vote: ayes: Homiston, Voll, Valenzuela, Pacheco, and Uhlich; nays: none.

Upon the recommendation of the Planning Commission, Council Member Voll moved to approve the Zone Change Application submitted by McKenzie County to re-zone 205 6th St NW from R-4 to C-F.  Motion seconded by Council Member Homiston and carried by the following roll call vote:  ayes: Uhlich, Pacheco, Voll, Valenzuela, and Homiston; nays: none.

Upon the recommendation of the Planning Commission, Council Member Valenzuela moved to approve the preliminary plat submitted by McKenzie Meadows located E ½ NW ¼, NE ¼, Section 17, Township 150N, Range 98, McKenzie County.  Motion seconded by Council Member Uhlich and carried by the following roll call vote: ayes: Homiston, Valenzuela, Pacheco, Voll, and Uhlich; nays: none.
Council Member Valenzuela moved to purchase a four-bedroom mobile home (or three-bedroom if a four-bedroom isn’t available) from Centennial Homes to be placed in the Watford City Court Yard development for use as interim housing by city employees.  Motion seconded by Council Member Homiston and carried by the following roll call vote: ayes: Uhlich, Homiston Voll, Pacheco, and Valenzuela; nays: none.

Upon the recommendation of the Personnel Committee, Council Member Homiston moved to approve a step increase for Page Rosenlund from Category 3, Step 0 to Category 3, Step 1 retroactive to September 16, 2011 and also a step increase for Gary Hoffman from Category 3, Step 5 to Category 3, Step 6 retroactive to October 16, 2011.  Motion seconded by Council Member Voll and carried by the following roll call vote:  ayes: Pacheco, Valenzuela, Uhlich, Homiston and Voll; nays: none.  

Council Member Homiston moved to approve a six percent cost of living increase for city employees effective January 1, 2012.  Motion seconded by Council Member Voll and carried by the following roll call vote: ayes: Pacheco, Uhlich, Homiston, and Voll; nays: Valenzuela.
It was the consensus of the Council to continue advertising for the public works operator position.
Council  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Member Homiston moved to allow November 25, 2011 as a holiday for city employees. Motion seconded by Council Member Voll and carried unanimously.   

Council Member Uhlich reported that the Ambulance/Fire Department Committee is considering options for utilizing the newly purchased lot at 308 2nd St NE.
Council Member Voll moved to approve the raffle permit application for Watford City Chamber of Commerce.  Motion seconded by Council Member Valenzuela and carried unanimously.  

A meeting of the Water, Sewer, and Garbage Committee was scheduled for Tuesday, November 22, 2011 at 5:00 p.m. 
City Planner Moen and Superintendent of Public Works Smith both presented their monthly reports to the City Council.  
City Attorney Voll reviewed his request to Attorney General Wayne Stenehjem for an opinion on several legal issues.   

Council Member Valenzuela moved to approve the bills as listed.  Motion seconded by Council Member Pacheco and carried unanimously. EFPTS  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1$11,976.16; EFTPS $10,217.67; TASC $377.26; TASC $377.26; NDPERS $515.00; NDPERS $515.00; Payroll $69,592.66; Colonial Ins. $117.15; BCBS $17,557.90; NDPERS $7,685.47; NDPERS $118.73; Symetra $212.44; 3-D Specialties, Inc. $1,719.84; Abel Enterprises $1,350.00; Advanced Engineering $62,429.95; Ambient Electric and Design $16,550.00; Astro Chem Service, Inc. $410.00; Badlands Hardware, Inc. $566.58; Balco Uniform Comp., Inc. $1,516.00; Barrett Pharmacy, Inc. $39.20; Black Mountain Software, Inc. $100.00; Buttons by Fish, Inc. $223.50; Carquest Auto Parts $150.41; Charlie's Service $550.00; Comfort Inn – Bismarck $65.00; Comfort Suites – Bismarck $164.00; Construction Services, Inc. $202.00; Craig's Inc. $239.95; D & J Cleaners & Supply $116.50; Dacotah Paper Co. $726.13; Dakota Diesel USA, Inc. $342.73; Dale & Rebekah Engebretson $56.30; Dawn Tschetter $203.70; Ed Roehr Safety Products $615.35; Elliot Excavating $9,500.00; Fargo Water Equipment $1,693.08; Farmers Union Oil Co $2.67; Farmers Union Oil Co. Inc. $5,036.22; Fastenal Company $85.43; Gaffaney's, Inc. $967.32; Hawkins, Inc. $2,898.94; Heggen Equipment, Inc. $10.40; Holiday Inn – Fargo $839.60; Information Technology Dept $199.15; Interstate Standard $52.55; Jack and Jill $76.92; Jim Hanson Masonry Inc. $16,145.00; John Heggen Family Trust $1,645.00; Johnston Enterprises $350.00; Justin Voll $84.15; Kohler Communications, Inc. $168.95; Kotana Communications, Inc. $60.00; Larsen Service Drug Inc. $34.84; Laura Anderson $218.70; Lund Oil Inc. $4,078.46; Lyle Signs Inc. $815.24; M & T Fire and Safety, Inc. $7,280.59; McKennett Law Firm $6,543.75; McKenzie Co Farmer, Inc. $967.24;McKenzie Co Landfill $20,479.50; McKenzie Co Recorder $10.00; McKenzie Co Recorder $10.00; McKenzie Co Recorder $96.00; McKenzie Co Recorder $49.00; McKenzie County Road & Bridge $1,075.20; McKenzie County Tourism Bur $3,259.45; McKenzie Electric Coop, Inc. $1,083.00; Meuchel Computer Service & Office Supply $203.32; Michael Todd & Company, Inc. $203.68; Midwest Motor Express $66.63;Mike's Super Valu, Inc. $16.64; Mondak Portables, LLC $1,250.00; Montana Dakota Utilities, Inc. $10,401.24; Nationwide Environmental Services $130.26; ND Dept of Transportation $1,777.96; ND Firefighter's Association $110.16; ND League of Cities $265.00; ND State Radio Communications $30.00; Nelson International $10.69; NW Dakota Public Transit $2,000.00; OK Implement, Inc. $586.80; One Call Concepts, Inc. $130.00; Oscar Knudtson $297.58; Petty Cash $469.91; Postmaster $335.40; Postmaster $325.84; Postmaster $190.00; Power Plan OIB $978.69; Pro Auto Body, LLC $1,001.03; Radisson Hotel Bismarck $198.00; Reservation Telephone $1,094.46; Rick Holm $10,000.00; Roughrider Industries $8,254.00; S & S Motors, Inc. $55.00; Schock's Safe & Lock Service, Inc. $188.90; Sensus Metering Systems $174.00; Sirchie Finger Print Laboratories $519.86; Slade Herfindahl $54.00; Streicher's, Inc. $893.19; Timber Creek Services $650.00; Todd Hayden $60.00; USA Bluebook $382.78; Verizon Wireless $720.04; Visa $221.85; Watford City Golf Club $100,000.00; Watford City Rotary Club $216.66; Xerox Corporation $377.00; Z & S Dust Control $2,296.00.
The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be on Tuesday, December 06, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. at City Hall.  
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:45 p.m.  These minutes are published subject to the City Council’s Review and Revision pursuant to NDCC 40-01-09.1.  
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______________________________
Laura Anderson





Brent Sanford, Mayor
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