CITY OF WATFORD CITY

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
January 11, 2012

Minutes of the regular City Council meeting held on January 11, 2012 at 6:00 p.m. at City Hall.  Present were Mayor Brent Sanford and Council Members Justin Voll, Kris Pacheco, Deanne Valenzuela, Shane Homiston, and Dave Uhlich.  Absent was Council Member Bruce Erickson (unexcused).  Also present were City Planner Curt Moen, Attorney Wyatt Voll, Superintendent of Public Works Justin Smith and Auditor Laura Anderson.  Mayor Sanford called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
Council Member Voll moved to approve the minutes of the city council meetings held on December 6 and December 12, 2011 as presented.  Motion seconded by Council Member Pacheco and carried unanimously. 
Mayor Sanford called the Public Hearing, as advertised, to order at 6:07 p.m. for the Application for Annexation submitted by Greg and Monica Simonson.  No written protests were received.  Comments were taken from the public.  The Public Hearing was closed.    

John Dunlap, Cascade Homes, Inc., was present to request a zoning variance from one of the two 30’ front yard setback requirements applicable to eight corner lots in Veeder Estates Subdivision.  Council Member Voll moved to approve a variance to reduce one of the minimum front yard setback requirements from 30’ to 15’ for each for the applicable lots.  Motion seconded by Council Member Homiston and carried by the following roll call vote: ayes: Voll, Homiston, Uhlich, Valenzuela, and Pacheco; nays: none.
Todd Norton, Advanced Engineering, provided an update on the work done on the utility extension project in December and reviewed Partial Payment Estimate #3 totaling $386,694.24.  Council Member Valenzuela moved to approve payment of the Partial Payment Estimate #3.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Voll and carried by the following roll call vote: ayes: Valenzuela, Voll, Homiston, Pacheco, and Uhlich; nays: none.  

Todd Norton reviewed the proposed Purchase Agreement and Utility Easement between the City of Watford City and Rick Holm for the purpose of expanding the city’s aeration pond.  Council Member Valenzuela moved to approve the Purchase Agreement and Utility Easement for a total price of $300,000, pending a review by Attorney Voll.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Voll and carried by the following roll call vote: ayes:  Valenzuela, Voll, Pacheco, Homiston, and Uhlich; nays: none.  
Council Member Voll moved to approve signing and submitting the letter requesting the North Dakota Department of Transportation to move forward in establishing a US 85 and ND 23/ND 1806 truck bypass, including the proposed bypass route.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Pacheco carried by the following roll call vote: ayes: Voll, Homiston, Pacheco, Uhlich, and Valenzuela; nays: none.  

David Johnson, Advanced Engineering, presented two proposed projects that are part of an overall growth plan designed to assist the city with adapting to the rapid population expansion and planning for additional growth.  Council Member Pacheco moved to approve proceeding with the Financial Plan – Phase 1 project for an estimated cost of $28,400 and the Community Visioning Support project for an estimated cost of $49,748.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Homiston and carried by the following roll call vote: ayes: Pacheco, Homiston, Voll, Uhlich, and Valenzuela; nays: none.
Police Chief Herfindahl was present and gave an update on the police department.  
Council Member Uhlich left the meeting at 8:28 p.m.
Upon the recommendation of the Planning Commission, Council Member Pacheco moved to approve the Zone Change Application submitted by Arlon Franz for the purpose of rezoning NW1/4 SW1/4 Section 22, T150N, Range 98W of the 5th P.M., McKenzie County from A-2 to I-P with the conditions set forth under Recommendations in the Staff Report. Motion seconded by Council Member Valenzuela and carried by the following roll call vote: ayes: Pacheco, Valenzuela, Voll, Homiston; nays: none.
Upon the recommendation of the Planning Commission, Council Member Homiston moved to approve the Conditional Use Permit submitted by Valerie Williams to allow for a Home Occupation to provide daycare at 316 5th St NE with the conditions set forth under Recommendations in the Staff Report.  Motion seconded by Council Member Pacheco and carried by the following roll call vote: ayes: Homiston, Pacheco, Valenzuela, and Voll; nays: none.
Upon the recommendation of the Planning Commission, Council Member Voll moved to approve the Zone Change Application submitted by the City of Watford City to rezone the following properties to Community Facilities (CF).

McKenzie County Fairgrounds - 1100 2nd Ave SE

Watford City Heritage Park - 904 2nd Ave SW

Watford City Park District Tourist Park - 1011 4th Ave NE

McKenzie County School District High School - 100 3rd St NE

McKenzie County School District Elementary School - 300 3rd St SE

McKenzie County Library/Memorial Building - 112 2nd Ave NE

City Hall - 213 2nd St NE

Watford City Fire Hall - 204 3rd Ave NE

Watford City Park District - Pool, Baseball Diamonds, Skateboard Park, 

Memorial Park- 125 3rd St SE

Watford City Park District- Children’s Park -120 Main St S

Watford City Park District - Bolken Park - Blk 2, 7th Addition Wolds to Watford City

Watford City Park District- Jacobson Park - 505 5th Ave NE

Watford City Park District - Sunshine Park - 605 Main St N

McKenzie County Courthouse- 201 5th St NW

McKenzie County Healthcare Systems- Hospital - 516 Main St N

McKenzie County Healthcare Systems - Clinic- 525 Main St N

McKenzie County Healthcare Systems - Good Shepherd Home - 709 4th Ave NE

McKenzie County Healthcare Systems - Connie Wold Wellness Center - 200 8th St NE

Motion seconded by Council Member Valenzuela and carried by the following roll call vote: ayes: Valenzuela, Pacheco, Homiston, and Voll; nays: none.
Upon the recommendation of the Planning Commission, Council Member Voll moved to approve the Zone Change Application submitted by Dale Garmann to rezone property located at 1107 11th Ave SW (NW Corner of Section 25, T150N, R99W, Lot 14, Block 2, Garmann Subdivision, McKenzie County) from A-2 to C-1 with the conditions set forth under Recommendations in the Staff Report.  Motion seconded by Council Member Homiston and carried by the following roll call vote: ayes: Valenzuela, Pacheco, Homiston, and Voll; nays: none.   
Council Member Valenzuela reported on discussions held by the Tax Assessment Services committee.  Council Member Valenzuela moved to make a counteroffer to McKenzie County that the Director of Tax Equalization perform the duties of City Assessor for $3,000 per month on a month-by-month term and that McKenzie County purchase tax assessment software from Vanguard Appraisals, with the city acquiring a remote license for the software.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Pacheco and carried by the following roll call vote: ayes: Valenzuela, Pacheco, Homiston, and Voll; nays: none.
Council Member Homiston moved to approve publishing the 2011 gross annual salaries for city employees. Motion seconded by Council Member Voll and carried unanimously.  Brianna Allex $1,140.00; Laura Anderson $28,012.70; Glen Beard $700.00; Daniel Blood $53,811.38; Douglas Bolken $550.00; Dylan Bostic $48,836.38; Troy C. White Owl $62,647.81; Lowell Cutshaw $24,076.70; Bruce Erickson $2,250.00; David Evans $7,471.20; Kirk Flaten $1,972.96; Cory Gates $24,667.83; Slade Herfindahl $85,922.91; Conlie Hermanson $1,354.41; Gary Hoffman $39,037.32; Rick Holm $650.00; Shane Homiston $3,000.00; Cory Johnson $400.00; Sonja Johnson $600.00; Wallace Johnson $6,000; James Johnsrud $28,555.45; Andrew Langowski $44,957.64; Curtis Larson $16,923.26; Jesse Lawrence $450.00; Curtis Moen $63,750.00; Shannon Monnens $9,201.07; Rena Nelson $41,480.68; Kristin Pacheco $3,050.00; Peni Peterson $44,506.07; James Pittsley $58,095.79; Page Rosenlund $36,994.95; Brent Sanford $8,400.00; Theodore Schulz $57,131.17; Samantha Schwan $7,343.50; Patricia Skoglund $64,776.58; Justin Smith $60,877.17; Melissa Stompro $15,336.25; James Svihovec $450.00; Dawn Tschetter $16,676.70; David Uhlich $3,000.00; Deanne Valenzuela $3,000.00; Justin Voll $3,000.00; Nathan Weber $11,112.75; Jesse Wellen $28,378.48; Steven Williams $17,426.08.  This list of the 2011 gross salaries, including overtime, for the City of Watford City is published as required by the North Dakota Century Code.  

Council Member Homiston moved to approve a step increase for Rena Nelson from Category 3, Step 3 to Category 3, Step 4 effective February 1, 2012; a step increase for Andrew Langowski from Category 4, Step 0 to Category 4, Step 1 effective February 1, 2012; and a step increase for Curt Moen from Category 10, Step 3 to Category 10, Step 4 effective February 16, 2012;  Motion seconded by Council Member Valenzuela and carried by the following roll call vote:  ayes: Homiston, Valenzuela, Voll, and Pacheco;  nays: none.  

Council Member Homiston moved to make an offer of employment to Brett Wold as a Public Works Operator at Category 3, Step 4 with employment beginning January 16, 2012.  Motion seconded by Council Member Voll and carried by the following roll call vote:  ayes: Homiston, Voll, Pacheco, Valenzuela; nays: none. 
Council Member Homiston moved to make an offer of employment to Terry (“Nate”) Jeffries as a Public Works Operator at Category 3, Step 3 with employment beginning January 16, 2012.  Motion seconded by Council Member Voll and carried by the following roll call vote:  ayes: Homiston, Voll, Pacheco, Valenzuela; nays: none. 
Council Member Voll moved to approve the First Reading on an Ordinance Annexing Property to the City of Watford City per Annexation Application submitted by Greg and Monica Simonson.  Motion seconded by Council Member Homiston and carried unanimously.  
Council Member Voll moved to approve the First Reading on an Ordinance Amending Chapter XV Zoning Ordinance, Article XIX(A) of the Watford City Ordinances to establish a Heavy Industrial Zone (HI).  Motion seconded by Council Member Homiston and carried unanimously.
Council Member Voll moved to approve the First Reading on an Ordinance Amending Chapter XV Zoning Ordinance, Article XXII, Section 12 of the City of Watford City Ordinances relating to Site Development Plan Submittals. Motion seconded by Council Member Pacheco and carried unanimously. 

Council Member Voll moved to approve the First Reading on an Ordinance Amending Chapter XV Zoning Ordinance, Article XXIX, Section 2(b) of the City of Watford City Ordinances relating to Building Permit Fees. Motion seconded by Council Member Homiston and carried unanimously.  
Council Member Voll moved to approve the First Reading on an Ordinance Amending Chapter IV, Article 17, Section 4-1703 of the City of Watford City Ordinances relating to Mobile Home Inspection Fee. Motion seconded by Council Member Pacheco and carried unanimously. 

Council Member Voll moved to approve the First Reading on an Ordinance Adding Section 6 to Chapter XV, Article XXIX of the City of Watford City Ordinances relating to Fees.  Motion seconded by Council Member Homiston and carried unanimously. 

Council Member Voll moved to approve the First Reading on an Ordinance Amending Section 2 of Chapter XV, Article XXV of the City of Watford City Ordinances relating to Filing Fees for Applications for Conditional Uses. Motion seconded by Council Member Homiston and carried unanimously. 

Council Member Voll moved to approve the First Reading on an Ordinance Amending Section 4 of Chapter XV, Article XXVII of the City of Watford City Ordinances relating to Filing Fees for Variances. Motion seconded by Council Member Homiston and carried unanimously. 

Council Member Voll moved to approve the First Reading on an Ordinance Amending Section 3 of Chapter XV, Article XXVIII of the City of Watford City Ordinances relating to the Filing Fee for Appealing to the Board of Zoning Appeals. Motion seconded by Council Member Homiston and carried unanimously. 

Council Member Voll moved to approve the First Reading on an Ordinance Amending Section 3 of Chapter XV, Article XXVI of the City of Watford City Ordinances relating to Filing Fees for Zoning Amendments. Motion seconded by Council Member Pacheco and carried unanimously. 

Council Member Voll moved to approve the raffle permit application for Friends of Relay for Life (Rugged West). Motion seconded by Council Member Homiston and carried unanimously.  

Council Member Voll moved to approve payment of grants by the Energy Impact Office for $1,570,277.67 and also $22,667.26 for the W.C. Fire Department.  Motion seconded by Council Member Valenzuela and carried by the following roll call vote: ayes: Voll, Valenzuela, Homiston, and Pacheco; nays: none.

Council Member Homiston moved to approve Mayor Sanford’s appointment of Denton Zubke to the McKenzie County Ambulance Board to replace Wally Johnson.  Motion seconded by Council Member Valenzuela and carried unanimously.
City Planner Moen presented his monthly report to the City Council.  Mr. Moen requested guidance on assigning financial responsibility for any off-site improvements required by new developments or subdivisions.  It was the consensus of the Council that future development agreements should specify that the developer is responsible for the cost of any off-site improvements relating to their development project and that bonding will be required for any infrastructure that will later be turned over to the city.    
Mr. Moen and Superintendent of Public Works Smith requested permission to install guard rail on the west side of the bypass by the water depot to better control traffic.  It was the consensus of the Council to allow up to $25,000 for the installation of guard rail.   

Mr. Moen requested that the Council allow City Hall staff to implement office hours from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. each day, with 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. set aside to focus on paperwork.  It was the consensus to allow 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. office hours on a trial basis.
Superintendent of Public Works Smith presented his monthly report to the City Council.  Mr. Smith was requested to extend the 25 mph speed limit heading east on 4th Avenue NE to McKenzie Building Center and to extend the 45 mph speed limit to the city limits east of town in order to reduce the risk of traffic accidents.    
The cash report for November 2011 was reviewed.
Council Member Homiston moved to approve the bills as listed.  Motion seconded by Council Member Pacheco and carried unanimously. Abel Enterprises $4,575.45; Advanced Engineering $66,666.22; Ambient Electric and Design $6,348.00; American Water Works Association $295.00; Arbor Day Foundation $15.00; Astro Chem Service, Inc. $266.00; Badlands Hardware $180.02; Barrett Pharmacy, Inc. $14.98; Beard Construction, Inc $1,566.54; Carquest $572.43; Charlie's Service $525.00; D & J Cleaners & Supply $144.50; Dacotah Paper Co. $102.57; Dakota Fence $12,500.00; Elliot Excavating $11,350.00; Fargo Water Equipment $5,975.10; Farmers Union Oil $1,808.69; Fastenal Company $677.02; First International Bank $1,025.00; G.A. Thompson Co. $359.70; Gaffaney's, Inc. $1,237.60; Gary Hoffman $39.20; Hawkins, Inc. $1,681.54; Heggen Equipment, Inc. $863.86; Information Technology Dept $380.00; International Code Council, Inc. $125.00; Interstate Standard $55.59; Jack and Jill $7.80; Larsen Service Drug $1.99; Lund Oil $2,326.68; Lyle Signs Inc. $62.45; McKennett Law Firm $6,045.00; McKenzie Building Center, Inc. $366.28; McKenzie Co Landfill $19,546.00; McKenzie Co Recorder $10.00; McKenzie County Auditor $44,000.00; McKenzie County Farmer $1,391.43; McKenzie County Rural Water $10,440.58; McKenzie County Tourism Bur $240.00; McKenzie Electric Coop, Inc. $856.00; Mercy Medical Center $25.00; Meuchel Computer Service & Office Supply $355.57; Mid-States Organized Crime $100.00; Midwest Motor Express $112.68; Mike's Super Valu, Inc.$158.95; Mondak Portables, LLC $2,340.00; Montana Dakota Utilities, Inc. $10,993.17; ND Dept of Transportation $6,097.71; ND Firefighter's Association $320.00; ND Insurance Reserve Fund $187.00; Nelson International $231.54; OK Implement $202.13; One Call Concepts, Inc. $87.10; Pioneer Museum $1,500.00; Positive ID Inc. $282.00; Postmaster $547.67; Pristine Water Solutions, Inc. $3,376.00; Quality Flow Systems, Inc. $2,713.83; Reservation Telephone $1,057.58; S & S Motors, Inc. $364.84; Safeguard Business Systems $83.29; Sanitation Products, Inc. $1,794.51; Soltis Business Forms $285.70; Steven Williams $36.99; Steven Willis $62.59; Swanston Equipment $2,050.06; Tractor & Equipment $494.44; Triple AAA Safety/Training Inc. $341.46; Van Diest Supply Company, Inc. $659.00; Verizon Wireless $702.18; Visa $25.00; Watford City Economic Dev Corp $100.00; Williston Fire & Safety $820.69; Xerox Corporation $274.58; Xerox Corporation $198.00.
The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be on Monday, February 6, 2012 at 6:00 p.m. at City Hall.  
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:45 p.m.  These minutes are published subject to the City Council’s Review and Revision pursuant to NDCC 40-01-09.1.  

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_________________________
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